
[image: image2.png]FRESH FILM FEST

INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL OF
FIRST FEATURES AND STUDENT FILMS




7. Fresh Film Fest

International Festival of First Features and Student Films 

August 25 to 29, 2010

Fresh Film Fest Offers Czech Premier of Sundance Winning “Restrepo” and Ridley Scott’s Newest Production
As every year, Fresh Film Fest will offer Czech pre-premiers of award-winning feature films and other works that will not be distributed in the Czech Republic. This year we will feature 2010 Sundance Film Festival winner “Restrepo”, a war documentary about an American platoon serving in one of the most dangerous parts of Afghanistan. The festival will also feature a retrospective of independent British short film director Daniel Mulloy, who will join this year’s festival jury. A second retrospective will focus on the previously announced jury member Christoffer Boe, a Danish director and scriptwriter whose debut film won an award at the Cannes Film Festival. The festival program will also present ”Cracks”, the first feature of director Jordan Scott, daughter of Ridley Scott, who produced the debut with Eva Green in title role. 
One of the most awaited premiers of this year’s festival, Restrepo was made by journalists Sebastian Junger and Tim Hetherington. Its story is reminiscent of another war documentary, Armadillo, screened at the Karlovy Vary International Film Festival last month. The film documents the authors’ time staying with the American military unit in Afghanistan’s Korangal valley. According to CNN, the valley is one of the most dangerous places on Earth. Junger, the bestselling author of “Perfect Storm” and “War,” has been following the conflict in Afghanistan since 1996. Hetherington has been documenting conflicts around the world for over ten years and won the 2008 World Press Photo award for his work in Afghanistan. 
There will be three British debut films, including “Harry Brown” – the UK’s answer to “Grand Torino”, with the excellent Sir Michael Caine as the aging marine who confronts drug and gun violence by taking justice into his own hands. This film’s debut won its director Daniel Barber a nomination for Breakthrough British Filmmaker of the year by the Critics’ Circle.  Scott’s “Cracks” is an adaptation of a book by Sheila Kohler. The daughter of the famous director and producer tells the story of a 1930’s boarding school for girls, with its complicated, intimate relationships, rivalries, violent hazing, power abuse and privileges. Eva Green (Casino Royale), excels as the charismatic teacher Miss G. The last film in this section, “The Disappearance of Alice Creed,” is an emotionally charged thriller. The director of this feature debut, J. Blakeson, was nominated for the 2009 British Independent Film Award.
The previous five works by Mulloy, whose last film “Baby” is just being completed, have won over sixty awards at various festivals, including Clermont-Ferrand and Cracow. “I find that human beings, even when they go through incredibly tough situations, often also have a very tender side, a sensitive core where ultimately they really care about each other. People in families can do awful things to each other but they often also love the people they’re doing them to. That is what I want to capture in my work,” Mulloy said about what connects his films. Fresh Film Fest will screen his films “Sister”, “Antonio’s Breakfast”, “Dad” and “Son.”
As a member of the festival’s main jury, Mulloy will join Danish cinematography star Boe, the newest discovery from the north after Lars Von Trier. Boe’s 2003 debut “Reconstruction,” which tells the story of Alex, whose life is turned upside down by a chance meeting with Aimee, won many awards at film festivals, including the Golden Camera for best debut film in Cannes. In addition to “Reconstruction,” Fresh Film Fest will screen two more films by this director – “Offscreen” with the brilliant Nikolas Bro in the lead, and his last film “Everything Will be Fine”. In this 2010 film, the main character, a film director named Jacob, accidentally discovers classified documents about the torture of Iraqi prisoners by Danish soldiers. 
The International Festival of First Features and Student Films, Fresh Film Fest, will take place from August 25 to 29, 2010 in Prague’s Akropolis, Aero and Svetozor cinemas. Additional venues will include Ponec Theater, the Parukarka open-air cinema built especially for the festival, and the New Stage of the National Theater. The festival’s events will also offer concerts and theater shows. See www.freshfilmfest.net for more information. 

This year’s Fresh Film Fest will be organized under the auspices of Ondřej Pecha, Prague’s city councilor for culture.  
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