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Press Release

This year’s 7th International Festival of First Features and Student Films – Fresh Film Fest will take place from Wednesday, August 25 to Sunday, August 29, 2010 for the first time in Prague. It will present 150 films of various genres and two British cult series. The festival will also offer several Czech premieres and award-winning films that will not be distributed in the Czech Republic. Fresh Film Fest films will be screened at Světozor and Aero movie theaters, Ponec theater, open-air cinema Střelák and open-air theater at žižkov’s Parukářka park. The festival center at Palác Akropolis will in addition to film screenings offer a series of concerts. The official festival closing will take place at the New Stage of the National Theater.  

The festival will open at Aero with a pre-premiere of Scott Pilgim vs. the World, the anticipated adaptation of Bryan Lee O’Malley’s comic directed by British director Edgar Wright well-known for his comedy Hot Fuzz. The main character is played by Michael Cera, also known as the accidental teenage father from Juno. The program will also include the feature documentary Religulous by Larry Charles, director of Borat and Bruno, that takes a critical look at world religions. Fans of British cult series will certainly appreciate one entire night of The Mighty Boosh and British sitcom Garth Marenghi’s Darkplace. „This year’s non-competition sections will offer feature films that have won awards at prestigious films festivals or completely new films that will be shown only at Fresh Film Fest”  said the festival’s artistic director Jan Stehlík.  Two such films are this year’s winner of the Sundance Festival, war documentary Restrepo that follows an American platoon in Afghanistan and Cracks, a directorial debut of Jordan Scott, daughter of Ridley Scott, who produced the film. The lead in this drama about a 1930’s boarding school for girls is played by Eva Green, known from Bertolucci’s Dreamers or the Bond movie Casino Royale. The festival will also screen Harry Brown, the British response to Gran Torino, with the excellent Sir Michael Caine.
The competition of first features, Fresh Generation, will offer Defendor, debut of Canadian director Peter Stebbings, with Woody Harrelson in the main role. This year’s Main International Competition of Student Films does not have a Czech representative. „We wanted to show Příznaky by Tomasz Winski of FAMU, but unfortunately the film was not completed in time for the main competition” said Jan Stehlík. However, the competition will present films by award-winning directors including Paul Wright’s Until the River Runs Red, winner of this year’s British Academy of Film and Television Awards. This year’s newcomer, program section Fresh Czech, will offer Czech student films including the partially scripted documentary Roma Boys by Rozálie Kohoutova. The film portrays the life of homosexuals in Roma communities in a very touching and original way. This year, 34 films were selected for student competition sections out of 1172 submitted. Famous Danish director Christoffer Boe, whose film Reconstruction won the Golden Camera in Cannes, accepted our invitation to this year’s main jury and so did Daniel Mulloy, one of the most successful European directors of independent short films. The Theater Optique jury will host Dutch animator Rosta, famous for his on-line comic Mind My Gap. Fresh Film Fest will run retrospectives of the mentioned jury members, Boe, Mulloy and Rosta. The Czech Republic will be represented in the festival juries by director and animator Michaela Pavlátová and film and stage actress Martha Issová. The members of the Fresh Czech competition jury will be writers with connections to the film world Petra Soukupová, Jaroslav Rudiš and Kristián Suda. 
The festival will present four awards in the following sections – Fresh Generation (competition of first and second feature films), Main International Competition of Student Films (competition of scripted and documentary films), Theatre Optique (competition of animated and experimental films). Directors of the award-winning films will also receive a prize of EUR 2 000. The jury of the festival’s newest section, Fresh Czech (competition of Czech student films), will present the Czech Television Award. The festival will also present the traditional Audience Award. 

In addition to the regular program sections, this year’s Fresh Film Fest will offer the Critics’ Circle Choice, created in cooperation with British film critics lead by The Guardian’s Jason Solomons, which will present a collection of the most interesting short films directed by the rising stars of British cinematography. Petr Zelenka’s recommendation for the Film Lecture section is the nearly forgotten Czech filmmaker Jan Moravec. The festival will screen Zelenka’s films Visací zámek, Mňága Happy End and Buttoners. The renewed section Face 2 Face will present a series of films – student films selected by film school teachers and films of film school teachers selected in return by their students. Czech film school teachers participating in this program will include Vít Klusák and Slovakia will be represented by Stanislav Párnický.

The festival will also offer open-air screenings of Religulous, Dreamers and Who Wants to Kill Jessie? at Střelák. The second open-air movie theater with inflatable screen at the Parukářka park will present Buttoners, Twosome, Harry Brown and this year’s Fresh Film Fest winners during free movie nights.   
The festival will also have a host of additional events for its visitors including a theater play directed by Anna Polivkova at Ponec, exposition of photographs by young German photographer Stefan Höderath at showroom 22PRESENTS or an exposition of  comic works by Vladimira 518 at Palác Akropolis. A special weekend program for children, Fresh Family, will present Where the Wild Things Are by Spike Jonze. 
Festival passes and tickets will be sold at box offices at every festival venue. Festival pass prices will range from CZK 150 for one day to CZK 590 for the entire festival. Individual tickets will cost CZK 69. Movie nights at Parukarka part will be free of charge and tickets to Fresh Family events will cost CZK 30. There will be attractive discounts for students and festival pass holders will receive discounts to all festival events. See www.freshfilmfest.net for more information. Visit www.csfd.cz/novinky to see full-length trailers of six Fresh Film Fest films. 
This year’s festival is organized under the auspices of Ondřej Pecha, Prague’s Councilor for Tourism and Culture. 
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